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‘BISHOP’ S “LETTER 


THE BisHopP’s House, 
_ CHENGTU, 
SZECHWAN, W. CHINA. 


21st 1934. 
My Dear Faienns, 


It is now nearly four months since last I wrote to 


you, and I have just arrived in Chengtu once more 
after an almost continuous journey since I left. In 


round numbers, I have travelled about 4,000 miles, 


half inside the Diocese and _ half outside. Inside 
the Diocese 600 miles were traversed by car, about 
550 on water, either by steamer or by small boat, 
50 by sedan chair, and the remaining 800 afoot. 
Holy Week was spent at Shunking, during 
which time the Diocesan Standing Committee was 
_ held and considered, among other matters, the loca- 
tion. of Chinese workers in the Kast and North, 
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giving some to the suitaldlity or other- 
wise of parts of the Prayer Book issued recently. 
It discussed also the desirability. of so revising the 
Diocesan Constitution as to allow for a wider and 
‘more direct representation of the ordinary Chris-. 
tians of the in the of the 


_»Synods. 


After the committee woctinge were over, I 
went through the stations along the lower route to. 
Wanhsien, and was greatly encouraged by what I 
saw in many of the churches, particularly Chiihsien 
Liangshan. From Wanhsien I joined the; dele-: 
gates from Szechwan to the General Synod, and _ 
together we journeyed to Wahu, where the meet- : 
ings were held. 


As accounts of the Synod have i in re- 
ligious papers at home it will not be necessary 
me to say much; but it was to my mind the most 
encouraging of any such gatherings that I myself 
have attended. Amongst the many causes for 
special thankfuluices may be mentioned the election 
and subsequent Consecration of the first Chinese © 
Missionary Bishop for Shensi, thus setting the seal 
to the work of the Board of Missions through nearly 
twenty years; the decision to make arrangements, : 
- if found feasible, for co-operation in training for 
_ the ministry with the Union Theological Seminary — 
in Nanking; and also the encouragement. given to 


the special Hymn-book Committee to work along 


with five other Communions in the endeavour to 
' produce a Union Hymn-book; measures clos 
contact with other churches which I hope are pre- 
liminary only to much closer union. The passing 
_ of a new Canon, “‘ Of Ordination in, Special Cases,’’ 
which permits of entrance into the ministry of men 
who will voluntarily serve as parochial clergy 
whilst following their ordinary calling and after 
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less exacting tests. by examination, will, I hope, — 
enable us, in this widely scattered Diocese with its 
many congregations over which it is difficult to 
exercise adequate pastoral care, to deal with the 
situation in a way not now possible; and I would — 
ask our friends at home to pray that suitable men 
may shortly be forthcoming who may thus be de- | 
finitely commissioned as pastors of the flock. 


After the Synod I paid a short visit to 
_ Shanghai, where I was able to meet Mr. Gibb, Mr. 
Broomhall, and other members of the C.1I.M. Execu- 
tive, and to hold useful and I trust fruitful con-— 
ference with them. Nothing could have been more 
charming or gracious than the reception accorded 
~ me at Headquarters, where I was privileged to stay 
as a guest; and grateful recollections of the ready 
eagerness to help the Church in this Diocese as far 
as possible will always remain. 


I was absent from the Diocese exactly one 
month, and re-entered it at Kweifu; and from there 
I travelled continuously along the more northerly 
route to Paoning, and then through Pachow and | 
_Kwangyuan and back to Paoning, and so to 

Chengtu. At Kweifu there were encouraging signs 
of progress after what I believe has been:a period 
of lack of response to the efforts made. After 
passing through Yiiinyang, which would seem 
need revival, I came to Yiiin-an-ch’ang, where the 
vigorous life of the congregation gave.me great 
pleasure. It was a very rough journey over the 
mountains which Ellison and I took by the direct 
route to Wen-t’ang-tsing, where a keen congrega- 
tion gathered to meet us. Passing through Kai- 
hsien, I visited most of the numerous outstations in > 
the Puli, the valley to the south of Kaihsien, where» 
things appear somewhat to be hanging fire for the 
most part, and where the splendid church buildings 
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are not nearly used to their full extent. There was — 
much cause for joy on the return to Kaihsien, where 
forty candidates were presented for confirmation 
and nearly 100 partook of Holy Communion, and 
a large congregation assembled on the Saturday 
and twice on the Sunday. Going on to Lin-kiang-si, 
it was good to see the efforts which are being 
blessed to the release from opium of not a few 
addicts through the direct power of the. Gospel. 

Throughout this whole region opium seems to have — 
almost all the population in its deadly grip; it has 
long ceased to be regarded as a social vice, and it 
is to be feared that many professing and calling 
themselves Christians have also fallen victims. The 
visit to Chong-ho-ch’ang was somewhat saddening, 
for here is a new church building, not completed, 
which has never been used, and where the con- 
eregation is but very small and weak, largely as 
the direct result of opium. 

_ From this point on I entered the area uistenied 
for varying periods during the last eighteen months 
by the Communists, and many and grievous were 
the signs of that occupation. At Nan-pa-ch’ang 
there was a place with the Gospel Hall sign, but 
it had been taken possession of by an opium dealer. — 


Arrival at Stianhan, however, was.a cheering ex- 


perience, as was also the week-end visit to Ch’in- 
ch’i-ch’ang. I was only sorry that it was impos- 
_ sible, owing to considerations of time, to visit other 
and even more encouraging places in this region, 
where the work of the Gospel Anti-Opium Cam- 

paign’ has been so greatly blessed. ‘The faithful | 

work of the Chinese leaders in these centres was © 
one of the most encouraging things I met. At 
Suiting signs of recovery are to be seen, but here, 

almost more than in other places, the blow: of the 
Red occupation has been severely felt: A short visit: 
to’ Sanhuei revealed aay the great need of. that 
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important riverside centre, but a number of 
keen Christians awaited me at T’uch’i further on. 
From there I journeyed to Yingshan, which vp el 
showed less signs of the Red occupation than most 
other: places, for the Church was filled three times 
on the Sunday, twice by the ordinary congrega- 


tion and once by a large number of children—a _ 


truly heartening experience. This was repeated at — 
. the next place, Chowkow, a Forward Movement 
centre which really is voing forward, where I had 
the privilege of confirming 14 men and women, 
the first fruits of the new work there. The manner 
‘in which the Church has withstood the severe shock 
_ of recent events shows that it has been built on firm 

foundations. Passing through Sinchenpa it was sad 
to see the almost derelict condition of the premises, 
which are, however, now under repair, and where 
it may be ‘hoped that once more the many country 
Christians will bégin to gather. Arriving at Nanpu, 
there was little to cheer except the faithful and 
valiant efforts being made by the workers, both 
missionaries and Chinese pastor, to restore the work 
of the Church and to recover the use of the pre- 
mises, entirely occupied, with the exception of a 
room or two in the missionary residence, by mili- 
tary forces. For some time, I understand, the 
Nanpu Church has not been. characterised by spiri- 
tual vigour, and the Red menace. (the place was 
never actually taken) followed by the military occu- 
pation has only made the situation worse. 

It was a very warm and generous welcome 
which awaited me at Paoning, and it was a moving 
experience to enter and stay for a short tinie in the 
place so redolent of the life and work of Bishop 
Cassels. On the Sunday I was formally received 
in the Cathedral, where I had the privilege of wor- 
shipping with a congregation which, in a smaller 
building, would have appeared quite atge' The 
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‘eet day I set out on a journey through the parts. 
most severely affected by the Communist occupa-_ 
tion. The Kai-yuen-ch’ang church has been reduced. 
- to a very small company of believers and the build- 
ing had been completely emptied of all it contained. © 
The few who gathered with me around the Lord’s 
table, however, were such as to give one cause for 
hope. Ts’ ien-fu-ch’ang, the scene of Miss Pember-— 
tons devoted labours, is in almost complete posses- 
sion of the military, who are ill-using the buildings © 
most shamefully. It was only with difficulty that 
I was able to hold a service in the church, as the 
soldiers were running in and out ali the time. The 
missionary residence, girls’ school and orphanage 
were all full of soldiers who do not know the proper 
use of decent buildings. T’ang-ch’in-pa, where I 
had a service the next day for ten or a dozen keen 
_ people, has not suffered much material damage, 
but of course the congregation, as in almost every 
other place in that region, has been effectually 
scattered. The journey on to Tanishan was rather 
difficult, as most parts had been rendered almost 
impassable by heavy rains, but all such difficulties 
were forgotten in the pleasure the services afforded 
on arrival, and it was very cheering to meet the 
keen congregation which gathered in the guest hall 
of the orphanage, and also to see the many young 
lives that are being begun in a truly Christian 
atmosphere there. The church and missionary resi- 
dence on the village street had been denuded of | 
everything, but fortunately the orphanage itself 
escaped serious injury. At Ilung, all the church 
premises are in full occupation by the military, and 
. it was impossible to do anything there except hold 
a small gathering for prayer with two or three be- 
lievers in the house of one of them. As in many. 
other places, the walls of.the church were scribbled 
over by Communist slogans, and’ over the place 
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where the Holy Table wala have abe: had there a 
been one, the name ‘‘ Lenin ”’ was written in large — 


red charavtérs. 


Leaying Ilung, I passed through broken-down 


villages till I came the next day to Hua-tsong-ia, 
where Mr. Funnell met me and accompanied me 


on the rest of the journey. The church building | 


in this place is now not fit to be used even as a 
stable, so bad has been its treatment by the Reds 


and then by soldiers. Very few Christians remain ~ 


here and we met only one or two, and a terrible 
story it was they had to tell. One Christian woman 


_ was captured by the Communists and by repeated 


torture the attempt was made to extract a confes- 


sion of the possession of wealth. For three months 


she was kept in prison along with many others, 
most of whom she saw led out from time to time 


for execution; yet shé seemed one of the cheeriest 


souls we met along the whole route, thankful indeed 
that her prayers for deliverance had been answered. 
There, as at practically every other place through 


which we passed along the whole route from Nan- | 


pa-ch-ang to Kwangvuan, they were but few we met 


who had not lost one or more members of their 


family, slaughtered by the Reds, and all who had 
fled for refuge to other places returned to find their 
homes looted and almost bare. Passing through 
Tau-lin-p’u, whére a so-called village elder had 
taken possession of the Gospel Hall and was 


smoking opium there, we came to En-yang-ho, 


where the church premises had been commandeered 
by the propaganda department of one of the army 


divisions. Although it had been put in fairly good 


repair by the military for their own use, it was 
completely .empty of all furniture, but we used it 
that night nevertheless for a service of confirma- 
tion and Holy Communion, and those in the little 


gathering expressed great ‘thankfulness that after | 
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~ more than a year they had once again been enabled _ 
to worship there. _ = | | 

At Pachow the appearance of things was de- 
pressing, for the considerable mission plant was 
entirely in possession of the military, who were 
using it, or rather ill-using it, partly as a granary 
and partly to quarter a number of men. A con- — 
siderable sum of money will be necessary to restore 
the buildings to anything like their previous con- 
dition. In spite of much discouragement it was 
quite a happy little congregation which gathered. 
twice in a corner room on the compound on the 
Sunday, and I have no doubt that the work in | 
Pachow will recover as a result of continuous and 
intensive pastoral work. Almost the happiest 
experience of the whole journey was enjoyed the 
next day when we came to T's’ai-chia-ho, the 
country home of the Rev. T's’ai-Fu-ts’u, where, 
although the region had been overrun by the Reds, | 
the little church opened two years ago had escaped 
injury. The Christians in the valley told with great. 
thankfulness how, although for ten whole months 


they had been compelled to wander in the strround-, 


ing mountains, living in caves, to evade the Reds, 
none of them had perished; and their thanksgivings 
during the very happy service were reverent and 
Coming along the valley to Kwangyuan we — 


met no further Church centres. Heavy storms |. 


seriously impeded our progress owing to the swell- _ 
ing of the rivers, and we were somewhat late in 

arriving at Kwangyuan. Here a good congregation 
assembled twice on the Sunday, and I confirmed 
seven men and women and nearly forty partook of 
Holy Communion out of a congregation of about 


a hundred. The missionary residence is being used, _ 


_ though not abused, by a military official, but. other- 
wise all the church buildings are being put to their 
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normal use. The churchwarden there told a stir- 
ring story of how the city was deserted by the 


military last year, and was completely empty of 


both soldiers and people, except for forty or fifty 
old men and women, for nine days; how he himself 


opened and closed the city gates morning and night; 
and how he constructed a pontoon bridge and sent 
information as to the exact whereabouts of the 
Reds, in order to fulfil the conditions made by the 
General for the return of the Government forces. 
_ We came by water from Kwangyuan, passing Chao- 
hua, where we found the church buildings looted 


“clean. The visit to Sintientsi was not a particularly © 
cheering one, except of course for the gracious 


hospitality received there as in all the other mission 
stations, for carelessness on the part of the local 


militia had caused the destruction of the greater 
part of the residence by fire, although the place had | 
already been thoroughly looted by the local resi- 


dents, among whom it is to be feared were num- 
bered some who had been previously connected with 
the Church. Fair congregations, however, gathered 


both morning and afternoon, and it may be that 


Sintientsi will again in due time bring joy and not 


sorrow to the hearts of those who have cared and 


-Jaboured for it. 


It was most striking, ; in going through the 


region of which the Reds had recently been dispos- 
_ sessed, to see the thorough character of their propa- 


ganda; for not only were their slogans written and ~ 


| painted on walls, but even carved deep in the rocks 


and on stone monuments by the roadside. In some 
cases the characters had been chiselled out by the — 


Government forces and others carved in their place. 


_~ It was a sad sight to see monuments which had been 


beautiful works of art subjected to such vandalism. 
-Sadder still it was to see the huge mounds at the 
entrance to every wity and village, in front of which 
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there were stone memorials, telling that here were 


- buried together some of the many victims of the 


Reds’ insensate lust for blood. It is passing 
strange that the Communists should have adopted 
_ such a policy, for with the minimum of decent treat- 

ment it is not improbable the people would have 


welcomed and helped them, seeing that they are 


thoroughly weary of the military incubus which 
- has preyed on them for these many years. Most 


of the victims of the Reds were of the poorer 


classes, for the rich and well-to-do had naturally 


fled betimes. Many stayed when the Reds first 


came, believing that no harm would happen to 
them; now it is said that, at any further threat, 
even the beggars would flee. | 


Returning to Paoning, the main task was to 
hold another meeting of the Diocesan Standing 


Committee, at which suitable action was decided — 


on in respect of the Prayer Book in order to allay 
misgivings which had arisen; and at which also we 
made recommendations to the mission authorities 
with regard to the location of certain C.I.M. mis- 
sionaries. Another important matter which was 
discussed was the resumption of training of men 
and women evangelists, which for various reasons, 
financial and otherwise, came to a stop some time 
ago. It is hoped that in the near future suitable 
candidates may be found with perhaps somewhat 
higher intellectual qualifications who may receive 


......the- necessary. training within the Diocese..for.this _ 


most. important work of preaching the Gospel. 


After a very pleasant week spent in Paoning a 


the return was made to Chengtu by car, passing 


through Futsuenyi, where the work was the cause _ 
of much thankfulness, A goodly number of men 


and women, some from the country outstations, had 
been gastioved together for Confirmation, and it is 
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seldoni that I have heard a service so heastily ren- 


dered and fully entered into as at Futsuenyi. There 
are advantages connécted with speed in travelling — 
by car even in Szechwan, but comfort is far to 


seek, and the fatigue of walking i is very much less 
than that of being thus conveyed along these ter- 


rible roads, to say nothing of the real risk to life 


and limb and the loss incident to broken springs. 


Only. skilful and careful driving can avoid disaster. 
If one may put down certain outstanding im- 

pressions left in one’s mind as a result of the lon 

journey just concluded, the first would be thankful. 


. ness for a Church. which exists at all in the North 


and ‘East of the Diocese after the repeated calami- 
ties it has suffered during the last few years; and 


greater thankfulness for the congregations, not a 


few, and the many individuals, whose spiritual life 
is still vigorous and keen. Thankfulness and admi- 
ration also for workers, both Chinese and Wes- 

terners, who have willingly gone back to their posts | 
and in spite of depleted congregations and generally 
depressing circumstances are bravely carrying on. 


Communism is still a menace, although for the 


most part from the area in which the Church works 
their military forces have been driven back. Much 
unrest, unsettlement, and insecurity, however, still 
exist, and this is a very great hindrance to the full 


_ recovery of the Church’s work. Militarism, in the — 
minds of the people, is almost as great a curse as 


Communism. Everywhere the soldiers swarm, and 
the rights and liberties of the people are entirely 
disregarded by those who bear arms. With prac- 


tically all our buildings over a large area occupied | 


by soldiers the difficulties of recovery are greatly 
enhanced. Opium, it is not too much to say, 18 
a curse as great or greater than either militarism 
or Communism, Throughout the whole province, 


more in the East and North in n the 
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West, this potent instrument of the Devil is 


working frightful havoc in every section of the 
community, and the Church has need to fear and 
guard against it more than almost any other form 


I am glad to record the arrival in the Diocese 


of Archdeacon James Fu, who was appointed by — 
_ Archbishop Mowll before he left with the approval 
of the Diocesan Standing Committee. Archdeacon | 


Fu has come to us from Yunnanfu, where he has 
given splendid service. He is at present at Wan- 
hsien, where it was intended his work should in the 
main lie; but owing to difficulties connected with 
suitable residence and other considerations, it has 
been recommended by the Standing Committee that 
he should reside at Kaihsien. I commend him and 
his work to your prayers. : 


There is much that one could write further 


~ concerning both’ the present and the future, but 
this letter is already perhaps too long. You will 
_ know from its contents, however, for what to thank 
God and for what to pray. | , 
ie Yours in Christ’s service, 


Houpen, 
Bishop. 


| P.S.—A large sum of money is needed to repair 
church buildings (not missionary residences, which 
will be otherwise cared for). A little has already 


been given to the special fund opened for this pur- 
pose, and if any readers are moved to add to it, 


they may be assured their gifts will be put to a 
worthy use, and that they will receive the deep 
gratitude of. the congregations affected, who have, 


for the most part, themselves suffered the loss of all | 


their personal possessions. 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). 


--It is reported that this station has been again — 
evacuated but this has not yet been confirmed. 


Mr. Parsons wrote in June, however, that, except 
that the hospital had not ‘been re-opened. for in- 
patients, the work had practically resumed normal 
. conditions. He and Mr. Funnell had returned from 


Shanghai, also Bishop and Mrs. Ku from Chung- 
king. The two schools were functioning. Miss A. 
Wilson was doing dispensary work daily, besides 
visiting, and Dr. Gray had been doing medical work 


for a short time but was hoping to go on to Nanpu 


soon. The Bishop had visited the station and was 
expecting to be there again in July. 


Tanishan. Miss Gowar had returned accom- | 


_ panied by Miss White. The orphans had all re- 


turned from 


A dda part of the premises (not the church) 


were destroyed by fire. Since then Miss Williams 


and Miss Johansen have returned. There are three 
habitable rooms for missionaries. It has been, and — 


still is, a time of peculiar trial for the Church, 


calling ‘for much prayer. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 
Pastor Yang and family are here but the mis- 


sionary ladies were not expected till after the hot 


weather. The Pastor was preparing candidates for 
confirmation in expectation of a visit from Bishop 


Holden. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 


The three missionary ladies were still in 
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Pastor Ts’ ai is helping in the district 
temporarily. 

Day 6. Nanpu. 

.. The military are still occupying the premises, 
Bishop Holden having failed, during his brief visit, 
to dislodge the intruders. Miss J ohansen and Miss 
Williams were able to occupy some rooms there for 


a good while, being succeeded by Miss Allen and 


- Miss Warren, who have, however, since left for 


their own station. Dr. Gray. has also given help 
_ together with Pastor John Wang. Messrs. Lu and 


‘Fan have also gone there. The Pastor has been 


visiting a refugee camp and the ladies have no 
doubt been a help to the women, so we may hope for 
some fruit, though perhaps after many days. 
_ Present circumstances tend to stifle what little life 
there is in the Church and the situation calls for 
much prayer. 
 Fustsuen-i, Miss Lloyd carries on a large dis- 
pensary work. The work at Ta-vuen-shan still con- 


tinues to give much encouragement but a Chinese 


evangelist is greatly needed. Mr. Lin was there for 
a while and the Christians wished to detain him. 
The military still occupy the premises at Ta-ch’iao. 
7. Yingshan. 

: The Rev and Mrs. J. Carphater are meeting 
with encouragement. Bishop Holden, on a recent 
visit, confirmed twenty-eight candidates. 


‘Chow-kow. The Rev. G. T. and Mrs. Denhaws 


have been joined by two new workers, Messrs. Pate- 


_...man and Lloyd. There have been baptisms 


cently. Bishop. Holden confirmed seven men and 
seven women, the first fruits of the work there. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


The Rev. A. Stibbs has been carrying on a 


Bible School for training workers and, although on 


a small scale, it is likely to bear considerable fruit. : 
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Si-Ch’ong (90 li from Nanchung) has been 


| by Miss 


en Allibone and Miss Tucker having gone e 
Skaswhad. Miss Fearon, a new missionary, has 
joined Miss Darby. Miss Carpenter and Miss Wal- 
ton. are also there pro. tem., and the Rev. C. B. 


and Mrs. Hannah are making the station their 


headquarters. San Huei has suffered terribly by 


fire and although the church was not burnt, the | 


Reds and military together have practically ruined 
the building. 


Mr. and Jackson have been appointed to 


work with Miss Edwards. Mr. Jackson has visited — 


some of the outstations. 


Dar y 15. Tahsien (Suiting). 


Mr. and Mrs. Simmonds and Rev. T. 


have returned and Pastor Chang Hsiao Iu has been — 
transferred from Tachuh. The Pastor’s father has 


recently died rather suddenly near T’u-Ch’i. 


Suanhan. Mr. Skinner has been able to re- 


turn, though there have been alarms at times. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 

Now that Dr. Lila Jackson has been appointed, 
it is hoped that the hospital may be re-opened even- 
tually. Pastor Hsiao has been conducting a Bible 
School for several months with encouraging results. 
Mrs. Robinson has been able to make a tour of 


several stations, including Lin-Shui, accompanied 


by Pastor Liao’s wife and Miss Lo. 


Day 17. Kaihsien. 


The departure of the Rev. R. B. wail Mrs. 
Porter is a great loss to the work. es 


“4 
De 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
— 


Diy 18. “Wanhsien. 

Archdeacon Fu and his tamil stayed for a short 
time on the mission premises, but, owing to diffi- 
culties of accommodation, have since gone down 
river again to Hangchow. | 


19. Yuin-an-Ch’ang. 
‘ Misses Scarlett and Scorer have been able to 
bigie work at a new place, Lan-ch’i, where there 
_has been blessing. The whole district has had 
/trouble upon trouble including an epidemic of fever 
/ which has claimed many lives, and there is much 
need for prayer. 


Dew ‘Ping-Wu (Longan).. 
| The Rev. R. V. and Mrs. Bazire have hal en- 


couragement in the work. The Evangelist, Mr. 
T’ien, has been ill but is now better. Mr. Bazire 
_ has visited Songpan. 


Day 23. Mienchow. 


Miss Wells writes encouragingly from this city 
about the women’s work. By means of two meet- 
ings weekly, one in the Women’s School on Monday 
afternoons and.one in the courtyards of Christians, 
many contacts are being made with non-Christians. 


There are sometimes thirty or forty outsiders at the . 


Monday meeting. The M.S.L., in addition to work 
already being done, have started a weekly Dorcas 
meeting, and some of the members have taken col- 
lecting boxes to help with the self-support of the 


Chinese Church. 


Bible Schools for men and women, beth in ihe 
city and at country farmhouses, have been held with 
much blessing during the year. Four farmers have 
recently given. their lives for Christ, and Chris- 
tians have been stirred up to further evangelistic 
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—effort.. As the result of one Bible School, two 


centres of evangelistic work have been opened up.. 


Miss Elder, accompanied by a Chinese woman,. 
has made one or two tours in districts where there- 


‘is no resident missionary, and has found people very | 


ready to listen. Schools. re-opened on March Ist,. 
with the largest numbers since 1929. This is partly | 
due to an influx of scholars from the Communist-- 
ridden districts in the north of the Province. Num-. 
bers mean problems as well as opportunities, and 
prayer is asked for wisdom in dealing with the 


former and making the most of the latter. 


Christian Endeavour meetings are well attended | 


by the senior students, and nine them have- 


volunteered to do tural ‘evangelism. A students’ 
daily prayer-meeting is attended by about twenty. 


The Rev. H. A. Maxwell writes that ‘plans are: 


being considered for the establishment of an Evan-. 


Training School in the: near future. 


Day 29. ‘Mienchu. 


The Rev. P. A. Chang is away attending = 
General Synod at Wuhu, after which he is to go to 


Theological Seminary ‘for a refresher course and 


to get some inspiration from the work in a more 


highly developed area. It is hoped that he will re- | 


turn full of new enthusiasm. Meanwhile the work 


is going on as usual, and the Rev. Y. H. Chu, of 
Tehyang, visits once a month to administer Holy 


Communion. An attempt is being made this year 
to get in touch with young girls attending Govern- 
ment schools, realising that in the youth of to-day 
is the hope of the future. About forty of these 
girls Come on Saturday afternoons, and are being 
prepared to form a company of Girl Guides. Please- 


4 
e 
g 


18 


pray that this may be a means of winning some of 
them for Christ. . 


Day 27. Hanchow. 


A series of Bible schools have recently been 
held in this city. First, thirty-five educated young 
men assembled early in the New Year for a school 
lasting two weeks and many were greatly blessed. 
This was followed by a school for young farmers 
lasting one month, which was much appreciated ; 
and afterwards twenty-four enquirers, men and 
women, came in from the surrounding villages for 
special instruction. A school for Christians and 
Catechumen has also been held. Evangelistic work 
in the market towns and country farmhouses is 
carried on regularly, and Sunday School work is — 
very encouraging. About fifty men, women and _ 
rte attend a night school every evening. 

Mr. C. S. Wang, the Evangelist; expects to 
leave in August for the Theological College in Nan- 


‘king, and Mr. S. C. Tang hopes to be back from 


Tenhsien to take up the work in Hanchow. 


Mr. W. T. Jenkins, of the Church Army, nas os : 


Se now been located here. 


Chongkiang. 


Work is going forward with great vigour in. 
this enthusiastic little church. The church is_ 
crowded on Sundays, and on .market days about 
half-a-dozen Christians make themselves responsible 
for the preaching hall work, so that the Gospel is 
being preached without interval from about 9.30 
tilllo relock. are held each even- 


ing. 


Day 30. Chengtu. 


Miss Streeter continues her good work amongst . 
Government School students, and Mrs. Chao is now 
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living here : as evangelistic worker amongst the city 
women. 


OUR AUSTRALIAN CORNER. 


The Archbishop of Sydney sent a letter for the 
July number of the Bulletin which, unfortunately, 
arrived too late for publication. We hear that he 
and Mrs. Mowll are having an extremely busy time 
and this, probably, accounts for the fact that no 
further letter has come for this issue. We think 
friends will, therefore, like to have one or two ex- 
tracts from the earlier letter, The Archbishop 
wrote: ‘‘ We have been SO very conscious of the 
great prayer help which is being given us. Do 
please continue it. The task and the opportunity are | 


‘sO great. . . » We have been able to have 
Prayer Meetings for’ tbs Diocese in the Chapter 
House ..... and hope to continue these monthly 
wiectings. . >>: AR China letters are 


_ very welcome. Bishop Norris sent a cable of greet- 
- ing from the General Synod assembled at Wuhu. 
We have a special book for the signatures of 
missionaries we meet and already it has many 


signatures in it.’’ 
(Sianed) Howarp Sypvey. | 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


| Pressure of space. in the July issue prevented 
a notice of the death, in April last, of Mr. J. GC. 
| Beach, another-member of Mr. Horsburgh’ S ploneer 
_ party to Western China in 1891. He went out then 
independently but was accepted in local connection 


. by G. M.S. in 1899 and im full connection during his 


furlough. In 1906 Mr. Beach. was 
appointed missionary in charge of - the’ Church in 
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Chongkiang, but was transferred to Mowchow in 
1910 where he and Mrs. Beach did much valuable 
evangelistic and medical work until their final re- 
turn to England in 1919. a 


It is with deep regret we report also the death 
of Dr. C. CG. Elliott in Leicester where for some 
years he had been in practice. 


Dr. Elliott went to China from Canada and 
after the usual period at the C.I.M. Language 
School at Anking he spent a further period in the 
city of Shuting before going to Paoning, fhere he 
lived for many years, and in conjunction with Dr. 
Clark, also of Canada, carried on a very fine medical 


work. 


The present hospital is very largely a monu- 
-ment to Dr. Elhott’s amazing energy and extra- 
_ ordinary gift. His magnificent surgery earned for 
him a great reputation throughout the Diocese and 
the sick and suffering had such faith in his skill 
that they travelled as far as ten.or even twenty days 
journey to seek for his aid. | 


with all his skill both in 
surgery, Dr. Elliott never forgot that he was a mes- 
senger of the Gospel and he took his full share of 
the definitely spiritual work of the station. 


. For the last few years of his stay in China, Dr. 
Elliott worked under C.M.S. in connection with the 


Medical School 6f the West:€hina Union University . 
in Chengtu where he wielded a fine influence. 


Much sympathy will be felt for Mrs. Beach ; 
and for Mrs. Elhott: and other members of the 


Doctor’s family. 


- Archdeacon and Mrs. Boreham, the Rev. W. 
and Mrs, Duddington, Dr. and Mrs. J. H. Lechler, 
have all arrived in England on furlough. 
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.oIt was féared that Rev. H. A. Maxwell would 
won to undergo a rather serious pitta on his 
neck in September. 
Rev. GC. H. Aldis has had a severe attack of 
typhoid fever, but the latest news is that. he is re- 
covering. 


Rev. K. CG. and Mrs. Bevan and their children, 


_. with Miss C. Mitchell, sailed for China on Sept. 14. 


' Rev. D. N. Sargent, a recruit for the C.MS. 
district, sailed via — on 21. 


DA W.c. STALL AT COMBINED 
‘SALE. 


‘The Combined Sale for Missiona Ovendeis will 
be held on October 30 and 31, 1934, at the Central 
Hall, Westminster, and strong support for our stall 
| there wil] be greatly appreciated. As mentioned in 
the previous Bulletin, this is Miss Carleton’s last - 
year as Sales’ Secretary i in charge of the stall, and 
the best way in which we can show our gratitude 
for all she has done, is-by making it a greater 
success than ever r this year. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


Friends are reminded of the monthly Prayer 

sheaiiaae. These are held on behalf of work in the 

Diocese on the First Tuesday in the month from 3 
to 4 p.m. , at 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2 
(close to Charing Cross Underground Station), by 
kind permission of the Ghurch Association. The 
- dates are Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec. 7” 1934 5 Jan. 1, Feb. | 


5, March 1935. 
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In view of the uncertainty of conditions and tho | 
_ difficult situation in many places in the Diocese at 
the present time, there is urgent need for our help 


by prayer. It is hoped, 
within reach of London 


to attend these gatherings. 


therefore, that all friends 
will make a special effort 


_— 


Special remembrance of Western Chins has 
been kindly promised at the undermentioned regular 
Prayer Meetings, at which any who can attend will 


be welcome: 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney . 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon 
Haling Hall, Croydon 


‘St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 


Trinity, Eastbourne... 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 


Thorsden, Guildford Road, 
Woking 

Christ Church, 

St. James’, Dover ... 

St. Mark’s, Preston ... 

Dunston, Lincs. 


Christ Church, Richmond ... 


(Surrey) 


Parish Church, Sevenoaks... 

St. John’s, Esling | 
Christ Church, Blackpool 
Saturdays, evening. 
... 4th Saturday. — 


Union Hall, Dover ... 
Reigate Parish Church 
Christ Church, Barnet 
Ferndown, Dorset .... 
St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 


Ist Taceday, afternoon. 


.. 1st Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
. Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. | 


lst. Saturday, evening. 
Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 


4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 


.. Ind: Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
... Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 


Fridays, 8 p.m. (except 1st 
| Friday). 


Fridays (two meetings). 


.. Fridays, 5.30 


Fridays, 7 p.m. 
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‘LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
SINTIENTSI. 

KWANGYUAN, CHIENCHOW. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW). | 

NANPU, FU-TSUEN-I, SINCHENPA. 

YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 

KWANGAN. 

YOCH’TH. 
KUAN-IN-KOH. 
LINSHUI. 
CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 
TACHU. 

TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUAN 
LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’AN TSING, ‘LIN-KIANG- a 
WANHSIEN. ‘SHIH 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. | 
MOWCHOW.: 


N N GHSIANG) 


. PING-WU (LONGAN SONGPAN. 


CHONGPA. 
MIENCHOW. 
ANHSIEN. 


MIENCHU. 


TEHYANG. 
HANCHOW. 
SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 


. CHENGTU. 


UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


PRAYER CYCLE. 
| 
= 

| 16. | 
| 17. 
18. 
| 19. 
21 
22. | 
23. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
29. 
30 


SPECIAL SUBJECTS. FOR INTERCESSION 


AND THANKSGIVING. 
LET US THANK GOD 


For His guidance at the General Synod in Wahu; and — 


especially for the passing of a new Canon permitting ’ordi- 
nation, in special cases, 4 men willing to serve as — 


parochial clergy. 
For encouragement and in many places 


ye ee during his tour; and for the steadfastness of 


many keen Christians through times of severe strain and 


difficulty. For the first fruits of work in the Caowkow : 


district. 

For the fruitful Bible Schools for farmers and ih 3 in 
the C.M.S. district, and for the two new centres of evan- 
gelistic work which have resulted. | 


For safe journeying granted to the Bishop during his ) 


4,000 miles of recent travel. 


LET US PRAY 


For places which have suffered severely through the 


© Red” occupation; and that the Communists may be 
effectually driven out of the area. That the epidemic pee 
valent in some districts may soon come to an end. | 


That Nanpu may be freed from military occupation. 
That this and other weak Churches may -be revived; and 
that Christians in.the devastated regions may —_ heart 
again. 


For all who have beén baptized and. 
in the Diocese. For the number of girls from Government 
Schools with whom the missionaries are in touch in Mienchu. 


For the Bible School for training workers carried on 
by Mr. Stibbs at Nanchung; and for guidance about the. 


establishment of an Evangelists’ Training School for the 
whole Diocese in the near future. | 

That God’s Will may be made clear to Archdeacon and 
Mrs. Fu in regard to their work and future residence in 
the Diocese. That suitable men may be forthcoming for 
ordination as voluntary parochial clergy. 


For missionaries now on their way out to. West China; | 


and for those now doing deputation work while on furlough. 


For blessing on the D.A.W.C. Stall at the Combined ; 


Missions Sale. 
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PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
WESTERN CHINA. 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 


that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, wethank 


Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 


‘women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 


the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, = 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful - 


and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. — 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 


are weakest. Look with mercy upon thése who are in danger and 
distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. — Restore any who through fear of man, the love 
of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, _ 
or lost their first love, and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the | 


hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and — 


that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth throughout 


the whole of China. 


= 
We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 


workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 


them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 
Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and 
grant that their places may be filled by others Avhom Thou hast 
called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 


‘Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
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